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Double Reply-paid Postal Cards 
by Jean-Louis Emmenegger (AIJP) 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung November 2010, pages 426-30, 

and is reprinted here with the gracious permission of the SBZ and the author.  The translation is by 

George Struble. 

The double reply-paid postal card is considered here from a postal history standpoint 

as an original and interesting item of postal stationery.  It disappeared in 1969 after having 

been sold for 84 years.  Let’s look at this “little sister of the postal card” a little more closely. 

In the years 1850 to 1860, in all the countries of Europe, the communications network (especially 

railroads and their routes) developed rapidly.  The first vehicles of postal transport were placed in service 

in order to service the ever greater volume of postal traffic not only by private persons but also by 

commercial organizations.  To frank a letter with 

stamps (the first postage stamp in the world was put on sale in 1840) became commonplace.    The increase  

 
Fig. 1.  Switzerland: 10-ct. double reply-paid postal card with 
inscription “With paid reply” in three languages, posted in 
Langnau in 1887 to Paris (arrival cancel on front) 

 
Fig. 2.  Switzerland: 5-ct. double reply-paid postal card with 
inscription “With paid reply” in three languages, posted in 
Bern in 1894 to Rubigen (arrival cancel on the front) 
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in volume of mail between inhabitants of different countries of the world led postal administrations to de-

velop new “postal products;” the postal card and the double reply-paid postal card are two examples. 

 

The first postal card in Switzerland: 1870 

Besides the classic envelope whose back was pasted or sealed with sealing wax, a very practical 

postal entity soon made its appearance: the pre-franked “postal card” (with a postage stamp pre-printed on 

the front of the card).  It was heavily utilized, because it was very practical: there was no need to go buy 

stamps at the post office!  The postal card was written and sent not only as in our day when on a vacation 

or a trip; it was also heavily used to send private, professional, and commercial messages. 

The first official postal card was issued by 

the Austrian-Hungarian Empire on October 1, 1869 

, inscribed “Correspondenz-Karte” with a postage 

stamp printed on the front.  Other countries fol-

lowed this example in the next few months: 

Würtemberg (July 1, 1870), Luxembourg (Septem-

ber 1, 1870), Britain and Finland (October 1, 1870), 

then Belgium and Netherlands (January 1, 1871).  

One day, some postal administration –we don’t 

know which – had this new idea: if a sender is mail-

ing a postal card to a correspondent, from whom he 

awaits a reply in his turn, why not send him a post-

al document containing the card that will serve as 

the response to the sender?  The double reply-paid 

postal card was born! 
 

Recognized by the UPU in 1885 

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) officially authorized its member postal administrations to put 

on sale double reply-paid postal cards from 1885 on.  The first double reply-paid postal cards thus issued 

mentioned, but not always clearly, the two distinct parts: one part for the “original message” and the other 

part for the “reply.”  The two parts formed only a single document, which when folded, had the format of a 

normal postal card.  To confirm their postal authenticity, they were inscribed “UNION POSTALE UN-

IVERSELLE” IN French, which was the official language of the UPU. 

Therefore it sufficed to buy a double reply-paid postal card, write the address of the recipient, and 

the message directed to him on the back of the part of the card designated “Postal card with paid reply.”  

Attached to this card was the second card, indeed the part labeled “Reply,” which the recipient used to re-

ply to the original sender of the card.  For resending by the recipient, the card was simply either refolded or 

detached. 

 
Fig. 3.  Switzerland: 20-ct. double reply-paid postal card with 
inscription “With paid reply” in three languages, new design, 
posted in St. Moritz to Karlsruhe (Germany) 

 
Fig. 4.  German double reply-paid postal card posted in 1900 
in Mannheim to Paris.  Note near the bottom, in small type, the 
German inscription “The attached card is provided for your 
reply.” 

 
Fig. 5.  The same double reply-paid postal card (see Fig. 4) 
this time returned from Paris, from the temporary US Post 
Office installed in the American pavilion of the Paris Universal 
Exposition, to Annweiler (Bavaria).  The American cancella-
tion was applied to the three German stamps. 
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Cards of dual nationality 

Replies sent through a post office in the 

same country as the sender are the most frequent.  

Indeed, the reply postal cards said “domestic.”  As 

they were re-sent in the same country, they did not 

need to carry any supplementary franking with 

postage stamps. 

By contrast, double reply-paid postal cards 

resent from a different country from the original 

card, are more interesting for the collector!  The 

”reply” part of the postal card, the part used by the 

responder, was pre-franked with an imprinted 

stamp of the country of origin (the country issuing 

the reply postal card).  In resending this Reply card 

by the post of his country, by his own country’s post, 

the foreign sender, in accord with the postal regula-

tions in effect, created a completely new postal doc-

ument: a postal item pre-imprinted by country x, 

accepted and canceled by a postal administration of 

country y! 

Some airmail collectors, who were specialists 

in first flights (first connection by air carrying postal 

mail), heavily used double reply-paid postal cards: 

they thus received postal cards of country x canceled by a post office of a different country.  Sometimes the 

cards carried franking of two different countries: that of the postal card (issuing country) and that of the 

supplementary stamps to cover a particular rate like the airmail surcharge or registration fee. 

 

Other Countries 

We have not found the total number of coun-

tries that issued double reply-paid postal cards.  A 

complete analysis would require examining the con-

tent of all postal stationery catalogs published by 

country, for it is in those catalogs that the informa-

tion is found.  According to the documents in our 

possession, we have seen double reply-paid postal 

cards issued by the following postal administra-

tions: Switzerland (several types), Germany, East 

Germany, Great Britain and Ireland, Luxembourg, 

and the United States.  But indeed still other coun-

tries can have issued such double reply-paid postal 

cards. 

On the front of these cards is the translation 

of “Carte postal-réponse” in the language of the is-

suing country.  We find thus: “Reply Postal Card” (United States), “Post Card-Reply” (Great Britain and 

Ireland), “Antwortpostkarte” (Switzerland), “Postkarte-Antwort” (East Germany), “Cartolina Postale – 

Risposta” (Switzerland, Italy), “Carte Postale – Réponse Payée” (Luxembourg).  Each of these cards in-

cludes in principle the inscription in French “Carte postale-réponse.” 

 
Fig. 6.  Swiss double reply-paid postal card (with black 20-ct. 
overprint) “Antwort – Réponse – Risposta” returned in 1924 
from Manchester to Teufenthal.  The two British stamps paid 
the airmail surcharge (etiquette “BY AIR MAIL”)  

 
Fig. 7.  Double reply-paid postal card of Great Britain and 
Ireland returned in 1936 from Dresden to England.  The Dres-
den postmark canceled the British stamp preprinted on the 
postal card as well as the German airmail postage stamp (to 
pay the airmail surcharge).  Note that this card was intended 
for domestic use (see the inscription at the bottom “This half is 
only available for transmission to the United Kingdom”). 

 
Fig. 8.  Swiss double reply-paid postal card (with 20-ct. over-
print), “Reply” half, returned in 1924 from Vienna to Weinfel-
den.  The three Austrian stamps paid the airmail surcharge. 



4  TELL    March 2011 

The Official End in 1969 

On the double reply-paid postal cards of the Swiss Post, issued for domestic use in 1874 and in 1879 

for foreign destinations, we find the inscriptions “Carte postale/Avec Réponse payee,” then “Suisse” and 

“Union Postale Universelle” in the three na-

tional languages (French, German, and Ital-

ian).  Over the course of decades, Swiss Post 

issued several types of double reply-paid 

postal cards, each time with more modern 

graphics. 

The Congress of the Universal Postal 

Union in Tokyo in 1969 abolished the double 

reply-paid postal card.  A page in postal sta-

tionery and postal history was definitively 

turned.  But what pleasure in no longer re-

searching into reply postal cards, especially 

in dealer boxes marked “$1” …  Why not 

adopt this area as a new collecting area for 

2011?  We wish you much pleasure in this 

quest. 

 

Further information: 

• Roland F. Kohl, “Internationale Antwort-Postkarten, wer kennt sie noch?” Journal Philatelique Suisse 

12/2002 

• H. Möller, “Die Antwortpost-Karte in Luft-

postverkehr,” Der Sammler-Dienst No. 6/1972 

• Ganzsachen Spezialkatalog Schweiz, a specia-

lized catalog edited by Zumstein & Co., Berne, 

1st edition of 2002, 352 pages,.  A new edition 

was published in 2010, with 480 pages, with 

all illustrations in color, CHF 90 

• Postkarten Schweiz (Ganzsachen Handbuch), 
five volumes with over 5000 pages, published 

by the Schweizerischen Ganzsachen-Sammler 

Verein, CHF 280, orders by email to  

mbtaxcards@gmx.ch 

• National catalogs of postal stationery and 

postal cards: United States, Great Britain, 

France, Italy, Germany, etc. 

• Michel Ganzsachen-Katalog Europa bis 1960, 

2008, 896 pages. 

 

 

 

Didn’t you al-

ways wonder 

how Swiss 

cheese was 

manufactured? 

This stamp is 

to be issued on 

March 3, 2011.   

Are you interested in postal stationery? 

If you are interested in the postal cards issued by Swiss 

Post, double reply-paid postal cards, or private and semi-

private postal cards, receipts, money orders, or indeed 

aerograms, then you should know that there is a very 

active group of collectors in Switzerland: the Schweize-

rischen Ganzsachen-Sammler Verein.  [See the notice on 

page 8 and indeed in every issue of TELL – Ed.]  It pub-

lishes an interesting journal for its members, the Ganz-

sachensammler, and conducts a sales circuit.  Don’t 

hesitate to contact the Society or one of its members. 

Contacts and information:  

www.ganzsachen.ch 

Ernst Schätti, Ernst.schaetti@gmx.ch, 079 723 95 17 

Albrik Wiederkehr, albrikwi@bluewin.ch, 022 367 18 31 

 

Official Election Results 
Our AHPS Election Commission reports 

that 162 ballots were counted, and all nominees 

were elected for 2011-12: 

President        Bob Zeigler    

Vice-President        Roger Heath    

Secretary        Richard T. Hall    

Treasurer        Bruce Marsden    

Regional Trustee West        Dana S. Nielsen    

Regional Trustee Central      Michael Peter  

Regional Trustee East        Rudy Keller    

Congratulations to those elected – and to 

the AHPS membership for being able to elect 

such an outstanding team!  Thanks to the Nomi-

nating Committee for their excellent work! 

 

Wanted: Articles!  I have been for-

tunate to have a good backlog of articles for 

TELL.  That backlog is depleted (but not 

completely used up).  Please send me more 

articles!  Introductory articles on some as-

pect of Swiss philately that you know about 

would be especially welcome.  Contributions 

by new authors too! – Ed. 
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President’s Column 

I am honored to hear that I was elected 

President of AHPS.  Harlan Stone has done a won-

derful job in the office, and I hope I can continue 

the tradition.  

The Society has accomplished much in the 

last few years, including getting on a better finan-

cial footing, achieving IRS 501(c)(3) status so that 

donations to the Society are tax-deductible, re-

doing its slide programs so that they are more 

widely available through APS in an easily-used 

format, and waging a continual struggle for new 

members, the same struggle that all philatelic or-

ganizations seem to face these days. 

The most important achievement of this 

Society since its inception, in my opinion, is the 

publication last year of PHILATELY OF SWIT-

ZERLAND: An Introductory Handbook, edited by 

Richard T. Hall.  While the book is introductory in 

a sense, it is so much more.  Some chapters are 

simple surveys, but others are monographs that go 

further than an introduction. The book is also ex-

tremely valuable as a listing of resources in the 

various subfields of Swiss philately.  No matter 

how long you have been a student of the field, you 

will learn from this book.  Nothing like it exists in 

Swiss philatelic literature, in any language.  There 

are still a few dozen copies available at this writ-

ing through Bruce Marsden or Chuck LaBlonde.  If 

you have not bought it already, buy it soon.  If you 

have a good friend who is interested in Swiss phi-

lately, consider buying him or her this book as a 

gift. It's a terrific recruiting tool! 

If any of you have suggestions as to the fu-

ture of the AHPS, please feel free to write me or e-

mail me at rzeigler@zcklaw.com.   

Finally, please be sure to put NAPEX on 

your calendar, as this Washington, D.C.-area show 

on June 3-5, 2011 will be site of the next national 

convention of the AHPS.  Let's make it a good one. 

 Best regards, 

  Bob Zeigler 
  AHPS President 

 

AHPS Convention at 

NAPEX 2011 
 Grüezi! There is still time to send in your 

application to exhibit at NAPEX in McLean, Vir-

ginia, near Washington, D.C. You will find forms 

and information, as well as hotel information, at 

www.napex.org. The philatelic jury includes Swiss 

judge Michael Peter. Exhibiting adds to the fun of 

attending a show as you share your collection and 

research with fellow AHPS members. Several ex-

hibitors have offered to give programs. Be sure to 

attend to learn more about Swiss philately and to 

meet other collectors. 

AHPS Schedule of Events  

at NAPEX 

(see www.napex.org for complete and up-

dated show schedule to be posted later this 

spring) 

Thursday, June 2 

1:30 pm AHPS tour of Smithsonian National Post-

al Museum 

3:00 – 7:00 pm set up exhibits 

Friday, June 3 

NAPEX opens, AHPS host table 

TBD Afternoon: Seminar: 1913 Swiss Pioneer 

Flights, by George Struble; Unusual Swiss Finds 

with Good Stories, by Ian Gilchrist; open show-

and-tell, Q & A time 

Evening: AHPS dinner (location TBD) 

Saturday, June 4 

TBD: AHPS general meeting for all members 

TBD: Switzerland: A Panorama of Its Stamps, 

Harlan Stone 

Awards banquet at show hotel (purchase tickets 

from NAPEX) 

Sunday, June 5 

NAPEX closes, take down exhibits 

 

 On Thursday June 2, 2011, for the Smith-

sonian National Postal Museum behind-the-scenes 

tour, we request an RSVP (sooner than later ap-

preciated – email below). Meet at 1:30 near the 

Benjamin Franklin statue, located at the bottom of 

the museum’s escalators. There are some members 

traveling from the show hotel.  Some have cars and 

some do not.  If you need a ride, let me know.  If 

you can take passengers in your car, also let me 

know.  Then I will try to match up some riders 

with drivers. For directions on how to find the mu-

seum, see the website www.postalmuseum.si.edu.  

The museum is conveniently located next to Union 

Station, restaurants, and a major Metro under-

ground stop with parking in the train station. 
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 For the Friday evening AHPS dinner at a 

local restaurant, we will also need an RSVP to 

plan the reservations. Shared rides can be ar-

ranged at the AHPS host table if the hotel shuttle 

is unable to accommodate our group.  

 Response for attendance, exhibits, and vo-

lunteer help has been wonderful! This will be a fun 

and engaging convention! 

 Cheryl Ganz, cherylganz@yahoo.com 

 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

 The philatelic press continues to give very 

favorable reviews to our new book Philately of 

Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook.  In the 

Philatelic Literature Review, David Straight says 

“Editor Richard Hall has unified the many contri-

butions into an attractively laid-out whole.”  In the 

Collectors Club Philatelist, Odenweller writes 

“This is a lovely book.  It covers all issues from the 

Cantonals to the modern self-adhesives, but in a 

way that makes them very understandable to the 

newcomer to Swiss philately.  And that is the aim 

of the book.”  In the London Philatelist Review, Jo-

nathan Cartwright writes “… each chapter initial-

ly tempts the collector with is excellent images, 

then leads them a bit further into the field with a 

combination of general and/or historic information 

and fascinating tidbits, almost guaranteed to 

tempt them into a more specialized approach to 

the field in question.”  Cartwright went on to cite 

the value of the multilingual philatelic dictionary 

on CD.  The judges critique at CHICAGOPEX said 

“A formidable challenge successfully mastered 

with this very attractive introduction to Swiss phi-

lately.”  The Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great 

Britain) announced in its newsletter the possibility 

of a bulk mailing of the books to the UK to take 

advantage of lower postage costs; so far they have 

orders for seven books.  Indications are that we 

may sell out our press run within a few months(!); 

if you haven’t ordered your copy yet, it may not be 

a good idea to wait longer! 

 The sales of the items from Ralph Sloat’s 

donation to AHPS are $619.83, which help beef up 

our treasury.   

 The soon-to-be Pacific NW chapter of AHPS 

meets monthly on the 3rd Monday of the month at 

9:00 a.m. in one of the members’ homes.  They plan 

to go through the Zumstein catalogue every year, 

sharing their knowledge.  They currently have ten 

members and an occasional visitor. They plan to 

hold their October meeting in Leavenworth, WA (a 

Bavarian village) – as they have the last two years 

– as well as having some traditional Swiss Christ-

mas treats.  Last                 (continued on page 10)  

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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Collecting and  

Dispersing 
by Steve Weston 

If you’re reading this, then it’s safe to say 

that you know something about collecting.  But, 

how much do you know about dispersing?  Sooner 

or later your collection will be dispersed.  Why not 

start dispersing now? 

Surely you’ve dispersed a few items by now.  

Maybe you’ve traded duplicates with another col-

lector or just thrown away some “junk” stamps and 

covers.  But what if you want to disperse items 

that you’re no longer interested in, or you want to 

reduce the size (and weight) of your collection, or 

you want some money to buy items you need?  I 

recently answered “Yes” to all three questions and 

I’ve learned a few things I didn’t know about dis-

persing. 

Lesson One: It’s not as easy as you might 

think.  Using the AHPS network of members, Tell 

auctions, our circuit books, and other society tools 

will work.  For certain kinds of items they are your 

best methods of dispersal. 

You can also disperse items in bulk by sell-

ing to dealers or letting an auction house handle 

things (they advertise in Tell).  Bear in mind that 

you should not pull out or “cherry pick” the best 

items before sending your lots off to the dealer or 

auction house.  They need those top-shelf items to 

make their end of the transaction profitable. 

Lesson Two: Dispersal through a dealer or 

auction house requires some time on your part.  

You’ll have to prepare a detailed list of everything 

you’re sending (or propose to send) along with cata-

log price, condition, and sometimes your reserve 

price.  Once your lots have been sent, you’ll be able 

to sit back and wait for the money.  But what if 

your lots were not sold or you set your reserve too 

high?  In that case, you might be offered a choice: 

pay to have the unsold lots returned, or accept an 

offer to liquidate them.  While my description of 

this method may sound negative, I don’t mean it to 

be.  Dispersal through dealers and auction houses 

works and may be the best choice for many collec-

tors and their survivors. 

You could also sell your collection yourself, 

without any middlemen.  That’s Lesson Three: Use 

the Internet to sell your stuff, either in bulk or 

stamp by stamp.  If you use this method, be pre-

pared to spend time listing your items, managing 

your sales, and shipping the items to your buyers.  

On the plus side, you’ll receive a little more money 

than you might by using the other methods, but 

you have to price your items so that they actually 

sell. 

I know of three Internet auction sites: 

eBay, Ricardo, and Delcampe.  Ricardo 

(http://www.ricardo.ch) is located in Switzerland 

and mostly deals with philatelic items of Switzer-

land, Liechtenstein, UNO, and Germany.  I’ve nev-

er listed anything on Ricardo, but I see a lot of 

items there that I could/would buy.  It’s mostly 

German language, but they recently added French 

language capabilities. Check it out. 

eBay (http://www.ebay.com) started it all.  

I’ve bought and sold a lot of photographic stuff on 

eBay, but I’ve never bought or sold philatelic items 

there.  I tried to sell some Swiss material recently, 

but was not successful.  My opinion is that eBay is 

not the best place to sell Swiss material because 

there are too many junk and faux items listed 

there.  Maybe buyers are skittish because of that.  

Also, eBay charges a fee to list each item (for up to 

ten days), so that cuts your return on any sale that 

occurs. 

Delcampe (http://stamps.delcampe.net) is 

located in Belgium and has specialized auction 

websites for stamps, postcards, coins and bank-

notes, old paper, and others.  The stamps site has 

over 170,000 items listed (1/21/10); of which 1,000 

are my listings.  Most of the buyers and sellers are 

located in Europe.  French is the predominant lan-

guage on the site, but there is English language 

support and many English speaking buyers and 

sellers.  Delcampe does not charge a listing or 

membership fees, but there is a sales fee of 5.5%.  

Listings run for five weeks and expired listings can 

be restarted easily. 

Delcampe has worked well for me.  But, 

and this is true for any Internet sales site, I had to 

expend a lot of time listing my items using Excel, 

scanning the items to provide a picture, setting a 

price that would result in a sale, and posting the 

listing.  With each sale, I have to figure the post-

age cost plus the ePayment cost to charge the buy-

er.  Then I have to pack the items well, address the 

envelope, fill out the customs form, frank the 

envelope and send it off.  It is work, but once you 

get more than 250 items listed, you’ll see regular 

sales and then you can cruise along adding more 

items as time permits. 

To use Internet auctions as a seller, you 

need the following: a good scanner capable of 300 

dpi color (I use a Canon MX860), a good picture 

editor (MS Photo Editor), an ePayment account 
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(PayPal), stock cards, envelopes, postage, patience, 

and organization. 

Lesson Four is pricing to sell. Regardless of 

your choice of dispersal method, you need to set 

prices that buyers will accept.  You probably didn’t 

pay full catalog for what you’re trying to sell, so 

don’t expect to get more that what you’d pay to buy 

the item.  Figure 50% of catalog for items that are 

in demand, of superb quality, or rare.  You can eas-

ily get 25-35% for everything else.  The exceptions 

are items that no one collects any more or that 

have old and ridiculous catalog values.  For exam-

ple, it’s difficult to sell special or machine cancels 

now – they’re not “in style” and everyone who col-

lects them has them all.  Also, cancel catalog val-

ues are no longer realistic for today’s market. 

Internet auctions offer many quality items 

for sale at good prices.  In fact, I have not been 

able to resist collecting some of those items.  May-

be we’ll see each other on D*. 

 

Profile of a Stamp 

Collector: Robert 

Zeigler 
Bob Zeigler has been collecting Swiss 

stamps since 1973, and he is one of the charter 

members of AHPS, having also been a member of 

the Helvetia Society, one of our predecessor socie-

ties.  He served as AHPS secretary in 1977 and 

1978, and president in 1979 and 1980.  So Bob is 

well qualified to resume the AHPS presidency, to 

which we presume he will be elected when the cur-

rent round of voting is complete. 

Bob has served the American Philatelic So-

ciety in various capacities, chairing the Youth Ac-

tivities and Ethics Committees, and serving on 

other committees as well.  He served a term as di-

rector on the APS Board in 2005-2006.  For more 

than twenty years, he has served as one of the ex-

perts on the Expert Committee for the American 

Philatelic Expertizing Service; if you send a stamp 

to the APS for a certificate, Bob may well see it.  

He has been a judge accredited by the APS since 

1987, and in recent years has almost always been a 

judge – sometimes chief judge – at the shows that 

host our AHPS conventions.  Bob has always been 

willing to be helpful to those of us less advanced 

than he.  Your editor recalls that when he was 

AHPS auction manager, he regularly got very gra-

cious help from Bob when he didn’t know enough 

himself. 

Bob has a wide variety of Swiss philatelic 

items in his collections – partly as reference for his 

expertizing work.  Among other things, he has a 

voluminous collection, neatly organized, of town 

cancels.  He recently showed an exhibit of the In-

ternational Refugee Organization.  Now there is a 

challenge; it’s almost impossible to find actual ser-

vice covers!  Bob also has special interests in 

Swiss-originated World War II mail and in Swiss 

internment camp mail, especially from World War 

I.  He also enjoys collecting and plating Rayon is-

sues, and many other sub-fields of Swiss philately. 

Bob is an attorney, whose law firm specia-

lizes in defending medical malpractice cases.  He 

and his wife Diane have two sons and three grand-

children, all of whom have thus far stubbornly re-

sisted Bob’s efforts to proselytize them into the 

hobby.  Perhaps the new book will help! 

 

What Else is Going On? 
(Continued from page 4)  November they spon-
sored a meeting at the local SEAPEX stamp show 

where, along with a membership table, they had 

guest speakers George Struble and Roger Heath. 

 John Barrett has led his stamp club’s initi-

ative to include one-page exhibits in its shows.  

Also in SEAPEX in November, several frames were 

devoted to single pages from members of the con-

tributing stamp clubs in the area.  I found those to 

be interesting and refreshing. 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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AHPS AUCTION NUMBER 150 
As always, we are pleased to present an outstanding sampling of Swiss philately to tempt you.  You 

are encouraged to bid early, high and often – and have fun!  The first catalog number in the description is 

generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as appropriate.  Values are from the 2009 Zumstein unless oth-

erwise noted.  Soldier stamps are cataloged per Wittwer.  Airmail covers are cataloged per Schweizer Luft-

post Handbuch.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 1.00.  Most lots are 

illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are illustrated in Tell 

on page 20 to whet your appetite. 

Closing date for bids in this auction is March 26, 2011.  Please send bids to auction manager Gor-

don Trotter by one of the following means;  E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org .  Mail:  10626 Fable Row, 

Columbia, MD 21044.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged.  The deadline for submitting 

lots for the next auction is May 15, 2011. 

 

Lot 

# 

Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

1 5 (Sc 2L2) U about 3 margins F-VF, Moser-Raz certificate 2150 750 

2 6 (Sc 2L3) on small folded letter, 4 margins – just touches UL, von der Weid certificate 4300 750 

3 11 (Sc 2L7) U 4 margins, thin spot, VF appearance, von der Weid certificate 4850 950 

4 15I (Sc 5) U 4 nice margins, micro-thin and light crease barely visible from reverse – 

truly minor faults, this is a gorgeous stamp. Trussel certificate. 

1500 395 

5 26Aa (Sc 18) U about 3 margins, F-VF 1650 600 

6 26C (Sc 29) with 2 silk threads, U 4 margins VF 140++ 85 

7 27C (Sc 30) U about 2 margins F 1300 250 

8 21G (Sc 35) U 2+ margins F-VF, SON Geneve 750 100 

9 78C (Sc 102) U VF 60 25 

10 83 (Sc 73) * NH F 14 7 

11 100B (Sc 125a) U F-VF, 1 short perf. 100 25 

12 101-2, 104-5 (Sc 126-7, 129-30) * NH F-VF 12 5 

13 103 (Sc 128) * NH F-VF 18 8 

14 104 (Sc 129) * NH F 8 3 

15 104 (Sc 129) * F-VF block of 4 from booklet pane 16 5 

16 106 (Sc 131) * NH VF 16 7 

17 113z (Sc 139a) * NH F-VF 24 10 

18 118 (Sc 147) U VF, SON Courtemaiche 20 9 

19 125 II (Sc 152) * NH F-VF 90 40 

20 126 II (Sc 167) * F block of 4 from booklet pane, 3 stamps NH 4 1 

21 128 (Sc 172) * NH F-VF 14 6 

22 128c (Sc 172b) U VF block of 4, Zurich 19.III.15 CDS, Liniger certificate 1600 395 

23 135 (Sc 189) * NH VF 110 50 

24 160 (Sc 180) * NH VF 40 18 

25 160 (Sc 180) * NH VF 40 18 

26 160 (Sc 180) * VF, no hinge but pencil mark on back 20 6 

27 174z (Sc 176c) * NH VF 22 10 

28 176  (Sc 138) * NH VF 160 70 

29 176  (Sc 138) * NH F-VF 160 65 

30 216v-8v (Sc 244-6) U VF, 10 Fr. signed Liniger 100 35 

31 220.1.10 (Sc 251 var.) U VF, shifted red print 250 120 

32 254-6 (Sc 281-3) * NH VF full sheet of 25 220 125 
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33 358B.1.09 (Sc 385 var.) thin paper with oblique striations, full sheet of 50 * NH VF, 

cat. as singles 

250+ 40 

34 372 (Sc 399) 2 copies, one * NH VF, one U VF 8 3 

35 594H1-599H4 (Sc 632//40) complete singles, pairs, panes of 4 from booklets, U VF 107 35 

36 K25y (Sc 176a) U VF 5 2 

37 K26y in strip of 3 with Z16y U VF 38 12 

38 K31 (Sc 223a) U VF 12 4 

39 K44 (Sc B229-30 tete-beche) * VF 13 8 

40 Z1 U F-VF 34 10 

41 Z3 U F-VF 280 85 

42 Z17y U F-VF blunt perfs. at bottom 35 10 

43 Z39 (Sc B229-30 se-tenant) * VF 13 8 

44 S2 * NH F-VF 13 4 

45 S2 * F-VF 7 2 

46 S47y U VF 13 4 

47 S50y U VF 3 1 

48 WI/1 (Sc B1) * NH VF 11 5 

49 WI/10-1 (Sc B10-1) U VF 60 20 

50 WI/12-4 (Sc B12-4) U VF 55 18 

51 WI/15-7 (Sc B15-7) U VF 60 19 

52 WI/15-7 (Sc B1`5-7) U VF blocks of 4, von der Weid certificate for top value 915 375 

53 WI/89-92 (Sc B96-9) U VF 24 6 

54 WI/93-6 (Sc B106-9) U VF 15 4 

55 WI/107-8 (Sc B128-9) U VF blocks of 4 on parcel tags, with additional postage on re-

verse 

81 16 

56 WI/136 (Sc B199) U VF block of 4, central CDS 110 40 

57 WI/OZ41 (Sc B229a) the “bug sheet” of 24, * NH VF 500 225 

58 WI/143 (Sc B217) U VF block of 4, central CDS 3 1 

59 WII/102 (Sc B297) * H, light crease 26 4 

60 WIII/8a (Sc B80a) U VF block of 4 souvenir sheets 1350 595 

61 WIII/16 (Sc B130) * NH VF, light corner crease 120 30 

62 WIII/18 (Sc B132) * NH VF 95 30 

63 D IV/6 (Sc 3O15) U VF 11 4 

COMPLETE BOOKLETS 

64 MH 53 * NH VF 32 10 

65 MH 56 * NH VF 32 10 

66 MH 59 * NH VF 30 9 

67 MH 60 * NH VF 20 6 

68 MH WI/2 brown cover * NH VF 135 40 

69 MH WI/2 green cover * NH VF 240 72 

70 MH WI/3 * NH VF 110 33 

71 MH WI/4 * NH VF 75 23 

72 MH WI/5 * NH VF 55 17 

73 MH WI/8 * NH VF 55 17 

74 MH WI/15 * NH VF 22 7 

75 MH WI/19 * NH VF 22 7 

76 MH WI/20 * NH VF 22 7 

77 MH WI/21 * NH VF 22 7 

78 MH WI/23 * NH VF 22 7 
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79 MH WI/25 * NH VF 22 7 

80 MH WI/26 * NH VF 22 7 

81 MH WI/27 * NH VF 22 7 

82 MH WI/28 * NH VF 22 7 

83 MH WI/29 * NH VF 22 7 

84 MH WI/30 * NH VF 22 7 

85 MH WI/31 * NH VF 22 7 

86 MH WI/32 * NH VF 22 7 

87 MH WI/33 * NH VF 26 8 

88 MH WI/35 * NH VF 22 7 

89 MH WI/36 * NH VF 22 7 

90 MH WI/37 * NH VF 22 7 

91 MH WII/1 * NH VF 20 6 

SOLDIER STAMPS (MINI-SHEETS) 

92 WWI 2Div 58/1 full sheet of 25 * NH VF cat. as singles 50+ 25 

93 WWI 3Div 117  full sheet of 20 * NH F-VF cat. as singles 40+ 22.50 

94 Art 334/3 * NH VF 20 5 

95 Art 35/3 * NH VF 30 12 

96 Feldpost 7/3 U VF 40 20 

97 Fl 109/3  U VF 12 4 

98 Fl 59/3 U VF 25 8 

99 Fl 60c/3 * NH VF 30 10 

100 Fl Beob 38/3 * VF 25 5 

101 Fl Beob 49/3 * NH VF 40 15 

102 Fl Beob 49/3 * NH VF, folded 40 10 

103 Fl Beob 7/3 * NH VF 25 8 

104 Fl Beob 7/3 U VF 25 8 

105 Flab 26/3 * NH VF 40 10 

106 Freiw Grenz 4/3 * NH VF 200 50 

107 Freiw Grenz 4/3 U VF 200 100 

108 Grenz 120/5 * NH VF 15 6 

109 Grenz 148/4* NH VF 50 20 

110 Grenz 3c/6 * NH VF 25 10 

111 Grenz 85/3 * VF 25 10 

112 Grenz Trp 1b/3 U VF 30 10 

113 Inf 161/5 * VF 40 10 

114 Inf 267/b * NH VF 20 7 

115 Inf 299/4 * LH VF 150 50 

116 Inf 300a/4 * VF 150 50 

117 Inf 337/a * NH VF 60 30 

118 Inf 425b/3 (double)  U VF 50 25 

119 Inf 512/3 * NH VF,  large size 30 15 

120 Inf 514b/3 * NH VF 30 10 

121 Inf 97/3 U VF 15 5 

AIRMAIL COVERS & FORERUNNERS 

122 Aerogram #1 (1962) registered to US 10 3 

123 Bundesfeier (National Fete) card #52 flown from Berne to Biel 65 15 

124 SF 25.5 Lausanne Comptoir Suisse et Foire Coloniale 15 5 
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125 SF 25.7a I. Flugpost Zurich-Mailand (Milan) 30 10 

126 SF26.3b Basel-Schaffhausen official card 15 10 

127 RF 26.7b.a NHORA La Chaux-de-Fonds - Basel official card 35 12 

128 SF24.6c Les Rangiers flown card with official vignette 30 12 

129 SF25.2c Basel-Zurich flown card with official vignette 30 15 

130 RF 26.7 Ha NHORA La Chaux-de-Fonds - Basel 60 20 

131 SF 27.4u Bellinzona-Zurich flown card 15 5 

132 SF 35.1b Winterluftpost  Zurich-St. Moritz 30 12 

133 SF 47.10a Swissair first flight to South America, nice multiple franking 20 12 

134 Special postcard for 16.8.59 helicopter flight  

Staufen-Schafisheim, cancelled, unaddressed 

--- 2 

135 Special flight cover honoring 50th anniversary of Max Cartier 24.1.78, signed by pilot 

and commandant 

--- 5 

136 KF 66 catapult flight cover, SS Bremen 29-30 August 1933, franked with F10, F12 (Sc 

C10, C12) 

535 200 

137 SF 27.4.U special flight Bellinzona-Zurich 22.VII.27, postcard franked with F5 (Sc C5) 60 26 

138 SF 37.2a special flight Zurich-Sion 1.VIII.37, franked with F20-1, F25 (Sc C20-1, C25) 54 18 

139 SF 38.2.aVX balloon flight Aarau 21.9.38, mixed franking WIII/11 Aarau sheet, F12z 

(Sc 242, C12a) 

250 100 

140 Four first flight covers from Geneva, with UN Geneva postage, to Jeddah, Dubai, Dha-

ran, and Kuwait; RF7610aU, 76.16aU, bU, 76.20aU 

20 5 

141 Five first flight covers with Swiss postage: Zürich to Algiers, Kuwait, Bahrain, Douala, 

and Geneva to Kuwait; RF76.4a, 76.5a, 76.13d, 76.18a, 76.20a 

26 7 

142 Four first flights to Switzerland, from Kuwait, Toronto, Abu Dhabi, and Teheran; 

RF76.5d, 76.9a, 7619.a, FSt205 

26 7 

143 Three first flights from Geneva, with UN Geneva postage, to Monrovia, Abidjan, Mani-

la; RF77.11aU, cU, 77.16bU 

23 6 

144 Five first flights to Switzerland, from Malta, Seychelles, Turkey, Larnaca (Cyprus), 

Annaba (Algeria); RF77.6a, 77.8b, 77.19a, 78.1a, 78.12 

39 11 

145 Five first flight covers with Swiss postage, to Oran, Jeddah, Salzburg, Linz, and Kara-

chi; RF77.9a, 77.10a, 77.14a, b, 77.18b 

20 5 

146 Four first flight covers between Geneva and Oporto: two Geneva to Oporto, one with 

UN Geneva postage, two from Oporto to Geneva (two airlines!); RF78.3a, aU, b, 78.4a 

18 4 

147 Four first flight covers: two Zürich to Jeddah, one with Liechtenstein postage; two 

from Geneva, one with UN Geneva postage; RF78.18a, aL, b, bU 

19 5 

148 Four first flight covers with Swiss postage, to Larnaca (Cyprus), Malaga, Valencia, Dar 

Es Salaam; RF78.1b, 78.2a, 78.5a, 78.6a 

21 5 

149 Three special flights: Milan to Lugano, Mendrisio, and Zürich; SF78.1a, b, 78.5a 21 5 

150 Four first flight covers with Swiss postage: to Montreal, Singapore, Bahrain, Tirana; 

RF86.9a, 86.14a, 86.17a, 86.19b 

11 3 

151 Six first flight covers to Switzerland, from Munich, Toronto, Bahrain, Tirana, Frank-

furt, Amsterdam; RF86.3a, 86.9c, 86.17b, 86.19a, 86.23a, 86.26a 

24 6 

152 Four first flight covers between Geneva and Brazzaville: one from Brazzaville, three 

with Swiss, Liechtenstein, and UN Geneva postage; RF86.21a, aU, aL, b 

16 4 

153 Six first flight covers on Zürich-Geneva-Anchorage-Tokyo route: two from Geneva, 

with Swiss and UN Geneva stamps, two from Zürich with Swiss and Liechtenstein 

stamps, one each from Tokyo and Anchorage; RF86.13a, aU, b,, bL, c, d 

22 5 

154 Five first flight covers between Switzerland and Seoul: two from Zürich with Swiss and 

Liechtenstein stamps, two from Geneva with Swiss and UN Geneva stamps, one from 

Seoul; RF86.4a, aU, b, bL, c 

20 5 

155 Five first flight covers between Switzerland and Malta: two from Geneva with Swiss 

and UN Geneva stamps, two from Zürich with Swiss and Liechtenstein stamps, one 

from Malta; RF86.10a, aU, 86.12a, aL, b 

17 4 
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156 Four first flight covers with UN Geneva postage, to Montreal, Funchal (Portugal), 

Riyadh, Mauritius; RF86.9aU, 86.22aU, 87.9aU, 87.11bU 

16 4 

157 Five first flight covers with Swiss postage, to Washington, Funchal, Innsbruck, 

Riyadh, Mauritius; RF86.20a, 86.22a, 87.5a, 87.9a, 87.11b 

20 5 

158 Four special flights: Bucharest-Tokyo (Swissair), Budapest-Zürich, Milan-Lugano, 

Vienna-Zürich; SF86.5, SF77.3, 77.4a, 78.2a 

24 6 

159 Five first flight covers between Zürich and Atlanta: two from Atlanta, three from 

Zürich,with Swiss, Liechtenstein, and UN Geneva postage; RF87.2a, b, c, cU, cL 

22 5 

160 Six first flight covers to Switzerland, from Hannover, Nürnberg, Turin (2, different air-

lines), Chicago (2), Milan; RF87.3a, 87.4a, 87.6a, 87.8a, 87.7b, 87.10a 

24 6 

161 F VI Langnau 1913 forerunner stamp * F, no gum 500 75 

162 F XI Solothurn 1913 forerunner stamp * H F 100 25 

163 Postal card Lugano to US with 15-Rp. airmail stamp, flown August 1923 Paris to Lon-

don 

 18 

164 August 1924 cover from Vitznau to Paris, with F3, F5-9 (all the valid airmail stamps at 

that time) 

311 80 

165 F9, F3 on 3.X.23 cover to London 59 18 

166 PF6.B Flugtag Liestal official card with F/VIII forerunner, to Zurich 1450 425 

167 FF30.17b Dornier DO-X first overseas flight, with Brazilian backstamp, US forwarding 

marks, franked with F12, F13 et al. 

300+ 120 

168 SF64.2b 50th anniversary Reims-Solothurn pioneer flight by T. Borrer, French frank-

ing, Solothurn receiving mark, reprint of Solothurn forerunner. 

25 8 

COVERS 

169 63A (Sc 75) on nachnahme (COD) card with Zurich boxed cancel 18 Juli 87 80+ 35 

170 67A (Sc 83) on cover to US 25 12 

171 1925 cover, illegible Swiss postmark, addressed “Mr. Henry Ford Esquire/King of Au-

to/Washington/New York/America” with various US forwarding marks 

--- 8 

172 185-90, F16-8 (Sc 210-5, C16-8) complete sets on registered cover Liestal 16.II.32 to US 216 100 

173 521 (Sc 556) on cover with special cancel for Montreux Day of the Stamp 2.12.73 --- 2 

174 1065-6,1094-5 (Sc 1130-1,1154-5) on 2 FDC 36 16 

175 Z16 in block of 6 on worn 1934 registered seapost cover to US, backstamped “Comte de 

Savoia”, Genoa-New York 

65+ 25 

176 S36 in strip of 5 on registered card with notice of demonetization of certain stamps 120 44 

177 S47 (2) in block of 4 on cover 26 5 

178 WI/83I+84I souvenir sheet on large registered cover 175 50 

179 WI/129-32 (Sc B187-90) in blocks of 4 on large registered cover with cancel S-318 (UPU 

commission session 1950), cat. for cancel plus blocks off cover: 

93+ 48 

180 WI/135,136(2),137 (Sc B198,199(2),200) on cover to US 91 35 

181 WII/6 (Sc B103) block of 4 on cover to US 64+ 25 

182 WII/22-5 (Sc B133-6) on 1944 registered cover front to Munich with German censor 

marks 

80 24 

183 Bundesfeier (National Fete) card #74 unused 40 16 

184 WIII/1 (Sc 226) NABA sheet on registered cover 1000 375 

185 WIII/20 (Sc B142) on cover with special cancel for day of Swiss donation for war vic-

tims 3.III.45 

20+ 9 

186 WIII/32 (Sc B206) on cover to England cancelled at LUNABA exposition 300 125 

187 DVI/26-31 (Sc 5O26-8,31,33-4) cacheted unaddressed FDC 45 25 

188 DXI/10 (Sc 10O10) FDC 2 1 

189 U9 stamped envelope, 1873 domestic usage 3 3 

190 Luzern ship post cancel and Brunnen single-line station marking on postcard picturing 

Brunnen und die Mythen, franked with 82 (Sc 115) x2 

 20 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

191 T/OI non-postal souvenir sheet for telecommunications centenary picturing telegraph 

stamps, * NH VF NG as issued 

120 58 

192 1980 PTT souvenir booklet in French contains * NH blocks of 4 of 645-8 (Sc 687-90), 

stamps cat. 

15+ 12.50 

193 Unused postcard picturing Zurich cantonal issues in color  10 

194 Unused postcard picturing 7 different cantonal and early federal issues in color  10 

195 PTT new issue announcements (14) 1990-94.  3 

 
New DVDs Available on 

Swiss Stamps and 

Postal Stationery 
The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

has created two DVD programs on Swiss stamps 

and postal stationery, now available on loan to 

stamp clubs and individual collectors.  

Switzerland: A Panorama of Its Stamps 
surveys issues from the Zurich, Geneva and Basel 

cantonal stamps of the 1840s to the world’s first 

embroidered stamp in 2000. The 33-minute narra-

tion includes Switzerland’s well-known Pro Juven-

tute and Pro Patria semi-postal stamps, as well as 

back-of-the-catalog issues such as official, railroad 

and telegraph stamps. 

Switzerland’s 13 Types of Postal Stationery 

describes the production, topical and postal history 

aspects of postal envelopes, cards and printed mat-

ter wrapper bands. The 37-minute narration in-

cludes the popular, annual, national festival cards. 

Other types are money order forms, postal re-

ceipts, aerograms and the very large category of 

stamped-to-order stationery. 

AHPS members provided the subject mat-

ter and wrote the scripts, and the APS produced 

the DVDs with dynamic illustrations in color and 

recorded narrations.   

Both DVD programs are available from 

Dana S. Nielsen, AHPS audio-visual program 

chairman. Older versions of both subjects are also 

available as slide programs. Other subjects still in 

slide format are the imperforate Sitting Helvetia 

(Strubel) issue, the Pro Juventute stamps showing 

insects, the St. Gotthard Railway, and how to col-

lect used Swiss stamps with acceptable postmarks. 

Dana Nielsen can receive requests at dananiel-

sen@comcast.net; 13110 NE 177th Place, PMB 

#263, Woodinville, WA 98072; or cell phone (206) 

819-8534. 

 

AHPS Auction 149 

Prices realized 
Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
1 950 74 9 110 8 

2 820 75 45 111 8 

16 3 76 150 112 7 

20 2.50 77 9 113 3 

21 27 78 9 114 4 

22 6 88 115 115 8 

24 14 89 21 116 5 

30 22 91 23 117 70 

31 7 92 52 121 11 

32 29.50 93 12 125 85 

38 4 94 10 126 60 

40 125 95 7.50 127 85 

41 4.50 96 6 128 12 

44 8 97 17 132 1 

45 5 98 18 134 1 

53 160 99 8 135 2.50 

54 7 100 13 136 2 

55 9 101 12 137 1.50 

56 5.50 102 7 140 1 

58 7 103 5 141 36 

66 24 104 8 147 35 

67 1 105 6 148 50 

68 9 106 7 150 85 

70 25 107 3 153 15 

71 29.50 108 7 155 10 

72 325 109 5  
 

HELP NEEDED for RESEARCH PROJECT:  

Looking for copies (front and reverse) of cov-

ers mailed from Switzerland to GB, Canada, 

USA and South America between 1 June 

1944 and 31 December 1944. Will pay for co-

pying and postage. Charles J. LaBlonde, 

15091 Ridgefield lane, Colorado Springs, CO 

80921 USA, or CLablonde@aol.com. 
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Treasurer’s Report 

Calendar Year 2010 

 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2010 as compared to 2009.  In 2010, our 

net assets decreased by $1,800 as a result of the deliberate subsidy provided to the publication of our 

new book, Philately of Switzerland.  We ended the year with a relatively small inventory of unsold 

books which will likely be sold in 2011 and so we can expect to recover some of the 2010 subsidy next 

year.  Another highlight is the significant increase in member donations to over $2,700 which also 

provided a significant offset to the publication subsidy.  In conclusion, your Society’s financial condi-

tion remains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our educational programs around 

Swiss philately in the English language. 

 

INCOME                            2010      2009 
Membership dues         $ 5,750 $ 5,498 

TELL advertising             932   1,021 

Auction proceeds             948   1,700 

Sales circuits             800     522 

Publications          12,894      32 

Interest on accounts            175      31 

Donations            2,739     731 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships       1,515   1,710 

Swiss Verein Grant            285     270 

   TOTAL INCOME         26,038  11,515 

 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution        6,032   5,905 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming          42         82 

Trophies and Awards            304     295 

Publications          18,790     700 

Annual meeting & publicity           153     522 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       991      923 

Corporate & legal              54      57 

GB & Swiss membership remittances       1,472   1,660 

   TOTAL EXPENSES         27,838  10,144 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS           ($ 1,800)   $1,371 

 

ASSETS             Dec 31, 2010   Dec 31, 2009 
Cash – Sovereign Bank checking account     $17,615 $21,494 

Cash – ING Bank certificate of deposit      10,175     10,000 

Cash – Paypal           1,563 

Cash deposit of auction program        1,000   1,000 

Publications Inventory         1,522 

Publications loan receivable            -     500 

   TOTAL ASSETS        $31,875 $32,994 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance     $ 5,782 $ 5,101 

   TOTAL LIABILITIES        $ 5,782 $ 5,101 

 

NET ASSETS         $26,093 $27,893 

 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance     $ 5,064 $ 4,664 

      Unrestricted Balance        21,029  23,229 
 

 

              Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 
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AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

• inform its readers about Swiss philately 

• support the activities of AHPS 

• provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

• serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

June 3-5, 2011: NAPEX – Washington, DC; 

Contact Cheryl Ganz cherylganz@yahoo.com.  

See  page 5. 

Apr. 27-29, 2012: WESTPEX – San Francisco, 

CA 

2013: TEXPEX – Dallas, TX 
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LUNABA 10  

and Swiss Travel 

by Steven Opheim 

In September I traveled to Switzerland and 

attended the LUNABA 10 stamp exhibition in Lu-

zern (Luzerne).  A spotlight of the show was the 

exhibition of stamps issued since 1970 by Germa-

ny, Austria, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland. There 

were also highly informative exhibits of classic 

Swiss stamps: Strubels, Rayons, and Helvetias.  Of 

note, our own Charles LaBlonde was awarded a 

vermeil medal in the philatelic literature class for 

his publication, Swiss Post International Activity 

in Italy. 

Special exhibits of 

Bundesfeierkarten (postal 

cards celebrating the Swiss 

National Festival Day) 

showed the printing stages of 

the cards and specimens of 

cards mailed to other coun-

tries.  Swiss Post issued a 

Bildpostkarte this year to 

mark the 100th anniversary 

of the issuance of Bundesfeierkarten, with the mo-

tif of Wilhelm Tell that had appeared on the first 

card. 

Impressive, too, were the exhibits by child-

ren.  School classes prepared group exhibits that 

included artwork of stamps.  There were colorful 

drawings of Pro Juventute stamps depicting flow-

ers, birds, and butterflies.  Teachers led their pu-

pils through the exhibits.  It was 

reported that 240 school children 

attended the show on the first 

day. 

One of the youth exhibits 

was on the Weg der Schweiz, the 

attractive 35-kilometer hiking 

trail along the Urnersee, the 

southern portion of the Vier-

waldstättersee.  Another youth 

exhibit tied-in Swiss stamps to 

activities and culture – chocolate, 

music, boating, ships, nature, 

food and drink.  The young col-

lectors showed creativity and en-

thusiasm for stamps. 

During the opening re-

ception for the show, the importance of Luzern to 

Swiss philately was noted.  In this region of Swit-

zerland are many of the scenes and subjects de-

picted on Swiss stamps, such as the Kapellbrücke 

(Chapel Bridge) and Mount Pilatus. South of Lu-

zern is the Tellskapelle (Tell Chapel), the Rütli 

Meadow, and in Altdorf, the Telldenkmal (Tell 

monument) upon which the image of Wilhelm Tell 

was used for the famous definitive stamps.  

This was a vacation trip, and I traveled ex-

tensively by train and boat. I took a scenic boat 

trip the length of the Thunersee from Thun to In-

terlaken, with craggy foothills and mountain peaks 

a backdrop to the sun-splashed lake. In Interlaken 

I saw Schiller’s play Wilhelm Tell, complete with 

horses galloping across the open-air stage and the 

arrow shot through the apple.  At Wilderswil, near 

Interlaken, I rode a cogwheel train up the Schy-

nige Platte, visited an alpine 

botanical garden, and hiked 

along trails offering pano-

ramic views of the Eiger, 

Mönch, and Jungfrau moun-

tains.  I listened to a pair of 

alphorn players and, from 

above, saw the Staub-

bachfälle (Staubbach Falls) 

in the Lauterbrunnen Val-

ley.  In Luzern I took an af-

ternoon cruise on a vintage 

steamship on the Luzernersee and enjoyed an or-

chestra concert at the Lucerne Festival of Music. 

In the traditional town of Appenzell I saw 

an Alpabfahrt, which is depicted on a se-tenant of 

three stamps issued last year. This annual ritual is 

a procession of herdsmen and boys and girls outfit-

ted in Trachten or traditional costumes bringing 

their goats, oxen and cows down the mountain pas-

tures, through town and to pas-

tures in the valley.  Near Ap-

penzell I took a cable car up the 

Ebenalp and walked on alpine 

trails and then down to the 

Seealpsee, where jagged moun-

tains of the Alpstein massif were 

reflected onto the lake like a 

mirror.  In Zürich I took a boat 

ride on the Zürichsee, and on a 

clear day I saw the snow-capped 

mountains of the Tödi, a distant 

65 kilometers away. The trip 

was quintessential Swiss. 

In October 2012 the Na-

tional Exhibition will be held in 

Stans, near Luzern.  I encourage 

you to attend – to experience a 

major Swiss stamp show and see the people and 

places that are represented on our album pages. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

The Swiss Post is starting off the New Year with two new K-cancels.  New K-cancels are get-

ting to be an unusual thing.  There was only one put into service in all of 2010 and only two in 2009.  

The two new K-cancels are from Canton Genève – 1212 Grand-Lancy 1 (Figure 1) and 1213 Petit-

Lancy 1 (Figure 2).  The Grand-Lancy cancel shows their city hall.  Figure 3 is a photograph of the 

building.  The Petit-Lancy cancel shows their Maison de la Securité (which I assume is their police 

station).  Figure 4 shows 

a photograph of that 

building.  Both were put into service on Jan-

uary 17, 2011.  But we also lost two K-

cancels  – 8231 Hemmental in Canton 

Schaffhausen and 6491 Realp in Canton Uri – as you will see below in the list of post office changes..  

Those two cancels had long lives, Hemmental almost 20 years and Realp over 28 years. 

 

You may re-

call the inquiry I 

reported in this col-

umn in the May 

2010 issue regard-

ing what appeared 

to be an essay for 

postal stationery 

showing a dove 

seated on a post 

horn (Figure 5).  Well, that is what is was, but that essay has now appeared as a full-fledged “local 

post” stamp (Figure 6).  Joe Lo Preiato, who was the person who made the inquiry, has taken that de-

sign and produced “stamps” for the Enotria Local Post.   Here’s Joe’s story of Enotria. 

Joe has had a long time interest in Cinderella and Local Post stamps.  In 1987 he became a 

member of the Local Post Collectors Society and in 1990 he began issuing his own local post stamps.  

His first stamp was issued on May 6, 1990 as Enotria honored the 150th anniversary of the Penny 

Black.  Appropriately, first day covers were cancelled in New Britain, Connecticut, using a Mailer’s 

Postmark 1A which Joe had the post office’s permission to use. 

The origin of the name Enotria comes from the 

Greek for Land of Wine, a name they gave to that area 

of Italy along the coast of the Gulf of Taranto.  Legend 

has it that one of Enotria’s great kings was named Ita-

lo from whence the name of the country of Italy came.  

Joe chose Enotria as he was born in Calabria which is 

located in the historic region of Enotria. 

Joe has adopted the post horn within a shield 

as the official logo of the Enotria Local Post, hence his 

 
Fig. 1.  K-Cancel 1212 

 
Fig. 3.  The Grand-Lancy Mairie 

 
Fig. 2.  K-Cancel 1213 

 
Fig. 4.  Maison de la Securité 
Petit-Lancy 

 
Fig. 7.  Other Enotria local post stamps 

 
Fig. 6.  Essay redone as a “local post” stamp 

 
Fig. 5.  Postal stationery essay 
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interest is the dove and post horn essay which was the subject of his original inquiry.  Joe has issued 

Enotria stamps for subjects as wide ranging as the Papal Visit to Denver to the Bombing of Hiroshi-

ma. Figure 7 shows two examples cropped from an envelope Joe used to mail me the information for 

this article.  Joe prints the stamps on sheets measuring 39 x 58 cm with 10 or 12 stamps to a sheet for 

rectangular stamps and 21 for triangular stamps.  As you can see from Figure 6, our Dove and Post 

Horn stamp comes in four “denominations”.  Joe will be issuing additional “denominations” next year 

along with a souvenir sheet.  If you are interested in local post stamps, you can contact Joe at eno-

trialp@yahoo.com.  The Local Post Collectors Society is an A.P.S. Affiliate and can be contacted at 

rickid@cox.net.  The Mailer’s Postmark Permit Club is also an A.P.SA. Affiliate and can be contacted 

at moparnow@cs.com.  Not serious philately but fun! 

 

I just received a new book which should be of interest to those of you who collect postal cards.  

Swiss postal cards come in two styles – plain with just the value indicium or illustrated with the value 

indicium and a picture.  Figure 8 shows a typical illustrated 

postal card from a series of 20c postal cards issued in 1930.  

This card shows a 

photograph of a 

view from Vitz-

nau.  The new 

book (Fig. 9) I re-

ferred to above is 

by the doyen of 

Swiss topical col-

lectors, Dr. Ernst 

Schlunegger – Die 

Bildpostkarten der 

Schweiz 1924-1964 Motivhandbuch.  The 359-page book is 

the latest, Number 34, from the Swiss Topical Society.  Dr. 

Schlunegger gives details of the scenes shown on all Swiss 

illustrated postal cards arranged by location.  There have 

been 16 different postal cards with scenes from Vitznau.  

Dr. Schlunegger identifies the features in each scene.  This 

Vitznau postal card shows a view of the Bürgenstock across 

the Lake of Lucerne with the Felsenweg (cliff walk) in the 

foreground.  The book is available from the Swiss Topical 

Society at their web site, www.thema-briefmarken.ch, for 

CHF 55.00 plus postage which was CHF 15.00 for my copy 

by B-class mail. 

 
Fig. 8.  Vitznau postal card 

 
Fig. 9.  Cover of the new handbook 
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Here’s the latest list of post office 

changes. 

1.  The post office at 8121 Benglen (canton 

Zürich) was closed on December 18, 2010 

[assumed by 8122 Binz]. 

2.  The post office at 6491 Realp (canton Uri) was 

closed on December 30, 2010 [assumed by 

6490 Andermatt] [K-cancel K 876 was last 

used on that date]. 

3.  On January 15, 2011, the post office at 8231 

Hemmental (canton Schaffhausen) was closed [assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen] [K-cancel K 

1283 was last used on that date]. 

4.  On January 28, 2011, the post office at 5046 Schmidrued-Walde (canton Aargau) was closed [as-

sumed by 5040 Schöftland]. 

5.  On January 29, 2011, the post office at 8732 Neuhaus (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed by 

8716 Schmerikon]. 

 

 

Selected Lots in Auction 150; see page 8 
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